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FOR MAY 18, 2020 

 

Your Source for Developments that Already Matter this Morning 

 

The Big 
Picture 

More states are implementing county or regional-level reopening policies. This is likely to increase 
travel as people visit places with looser restrictions in place. Even with businesses reopening, the 
damage done to-date may already be too much for some department and retail stores to return. We are 
likely to see businesses and economies continue to be affected due to coronavirus-related measures for 
months, and possibly years, after the pandemic is over.  

Positive 
Developments 

• 42 states have partially reopened with 4 more planning to reopen soon, see them here. 

• Wisconsin was one of the top 4 states to benefit from the last PPP program round. 
• Celebrities have given virtual commencement addresses to those graduating.  
• AstraZeneca will make 30 million doses of potential vaccine by September if clinically proven.  

Local  
"Need to 
Know" 

• 18 of Milwaukee County’s 19 municipalities agreed to new safety guidelines.  

• The City of Milwaukee released new safety guidelines called “Moving Milwaukee Forward.” 

• Call 2-1-1 to find the nearest coronavirus testing location.  

• The two free testing sites in Milwaukee will be changing their hours this week. 

Get Ahead  
of It 

• Be aware of what businesses can reopen, as well as the safety guidelines are required in the M7 
counties, as well as the cities of Milwaukee and Racine. Their updated orders can be found here. 

• Even as businesses gradually reopen, steps should be taken to prepare for a next wave of COVID-19.  

Chart of the 
Day 

 
 
Wisconsin’s laboratory testing capacity compared to the number of tests utilized. Source: MMAC Dashboard 

https://aurorawdc.com/
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2020/us/states-reopen-map-coronavirus.html
https://www.bbc.com/news/av/world-us-canada-52698978/coronavirus-barack-obama-and-lebron-james-congratulate-us-graduates
https://www.thesun.co.uk/news/11643790/astrazeneca-virus-vaccine-30m-doses-september-uk/
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.nshealthdept.org/Portals/NsHealthDept.org/COVID19*20Public*20Health*20Plan*20Final*20Order*205_13_2020.pdf__;JSUlJSUl!!H8mHWRdzp34!tsn4PVK-wKySM2mUFKUZyV4VehOD4KsKb-Yq8Wsh-T01XX63SAEOGiE5-D740w$
https://city.milwaukee.gov/Order1MovingMilwaukeeForward
https://fox6now.com/2020/05/17/mhd-new-hours-starting-monday-at-2-free-covid-19-testing-sites-in-milwaukee/
https://coronavirus-mmac.org/home-2/information/legislation/
https://www.jsonline.com/story/news/2020/05/17/coronavirus-peak-america-ready-second-wave-fall/3096338001/
https://coronavirus-mmac.org/dashboard/
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WHAT MATTERS FOR MILWAUKEE 
 
 

What’s Happening This Week and Beyond Worth Your Consideration 
 
Eighteen out of the 19 municipalities in Milwaukee County implemented joint guidelines for how local businesses can 
move forward due to the stay-at-home order being repealed. The city of Milwaukee is maintaining its original stay at 
home order that was implemented in March before Gov. Evers’ Safer-at-Home order was established. While some 
businesses will be reopened, others will remain closed until proper safety measures are implemented. An increase in 
coronavirus cases is likely due to an increase in people traveling throughout the metro and nearby counties depending 
on which stores reopen.  
 

What’s Been Developing Over the Last 24 Hours 
 
1. As Milwaukee businesses prepare to reopen, there are mixed feelings being expressed by business owners and 

shoppers alike about having to adhere to the directive to limit store capacities. 

2. Milwaukee Mayor Tom Barrett has not committed to a specific reopening date, but stated restrictions would loosen 

in the coming weeks. 

3. Some Milwaukee retailers took part in “No Menthol Sunday” by not selling any tobacco products.  

4. Milwaukee-area web developers have joined together to create an online service to provide help during the 

pandemic.  

5. Fox Sports Wisconsin is replaying memorable Brewers games in May, starting May 18th. 

6. The two free testing sites in Milwaukee will be changing their hours this week to 11:00 am-8:00 pm.  

 

 

Milwaukee County has had an increase of 721 confirmed cases and 16 deaths since Friday morning. 
 
Source: CBS-Milwaukee 

https://aurorawdc.com/
https://uk.finance.yahoo.com/news/nervous-am-happy-small-businesses-100016715.html
https://www.bizjournals.com/milwaukee/news/2020/05/15/milwaukee-mayor-barrett-not-ready-to-lift-stay-at.html
https://www.tmj4.com/news/local-news/milwaukee-retailers-take-part-in-no-menthol-sunday
https://www.jsonline.com/story/news/local/milwaukee/2020/05/15/how-two-milwaukee-coders-created-website-coronavirus-resources/3115201001/
https://www.foxsports.com/wisconsin/story/milwaukee-brewers-classic-games-may-schedule-christian-yelich-paul-molitor-051520
https://fox6now.com/2020/05/17/mhd-new-hours-starting-monday-at-2-free-covid-19-testing-sites-in-milwaukee/
https://www.cbs58.com/news/wisconsin-covid-19-case-count-updates
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WHAT MATTERS FOR WISCONSIN 
 
 

What’s Happening This Week and Beyond Worth Your Consideration 
 
Since the overturn of the safer-at-home order, 8 out of Wisconsin’s 72 counties have issued and retained new safety 
guidelines. At least 17 communities rescinded newly created guidelines citing concerns on whether they were legal. 
Therefore, many Wisconsinites must be responsible for their own health and safety and hope that others will 
demonstrate similar behaviors. This weekend saw a spike in travelers from Illinois, where many businesses are still 
closed. This may raise the number of confirmed cases in Wisconsin, particularly in counties along state borders.   
 

What’s Been Developing in the Last 24 Hours 
 
1. Governor Evers is expected to announce that the state will spend some of the $2 billion in federal aid on small 

business, agricultural support, and public health. 

2. According to the DHS, 72 people in the state who tested positive for the coronavirus reported being at a “large 

gathering.” The DHS also says there is a chance this number is related to the April protests at the state Capitol.  

3. More than 82,000 Wisconsin children lack reliable internet services at home, putting their online educations at risk. 

4. Kenosha and Cudahy are among 17 other municipalities to back away from their own stay at home orders. 

5. After the Supreme Court struck down the safer at home order, Governor Evers said it was now up to the businesses 

and people to take their own precautions. Among these doing that, some churches went in-person Sunday. 

6. Wisconsin saw its largest single-day increase in cases on Saturday with 502 new cases of coronavirus. It may be no 

coincidence that this happens as testing levels also reach a new high. 

 

Updated state-wide pandemic stats by county. Source: CBS-Milwaukee 

 

https://aurorawdc.com/
https://www.jsonline.com/story/news/local/wisconsin/2020/05/13/wisconsin-stay-home-order-not-over-dane-brown-counties-milwaukee-city-racine/5188700002/
https://www.jsonline.com/story/news/politics/2020/05/15/local-health-officials-tossing-their-coronavirus-orders-citing-shaky-legal-grounds-following-supreme/5202462002/
https://www.jsonline.com/story/news/2020/05/16/covid-19-cases-spike-but-wisconsin-crowds-kind-done-all/5207558002/
https://www.bizjournals.com/milwaukee/news/2020/05/16/gov-evers-to-soon-announce-plans-to-spend-2b-in.html
https://www.seniorsnews.com.au/news/72-catch-virus-after-lockdown-protest/4016721/
https://www.wpr.org/82k-wisconsin-children-lack-internet-access-home-locking-them-out-virtual-learning
https://patch.com/wisconsin/oakcreek/2-wisconsin-communities-back-away-own-safer-home-orders
https://www.wisn.com/article/upfront-recap-evers-says-its-now-up-to-the-people-to-take-precautions-against-ovid-19/32525569
https://www.jsonline.com/story/news/2020/05/17/some-wisconsin-churches-reopen-though-coronavirus-continues-spread/5209736002/
https://www.postcrescent.com/story/news/2020/05/16/wisconsin-coronavirus-record-number-new-cases-reported-dhs/5205710002/
https://www.cbs58.com/news/wisconsin-covid-19-case-count-updates
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WHAT MATTERS FOR BUSINESS, COMMERCE, AND THE ECONOMY 
 

 

What’s Happening This Week and Beyond Worth Your Consideration 
 
U.S. retail sales fell 8.7% from February to March, which was a record low. J. Crew, J.C. Penney, and True Religion have 
filed for bankruptcy due to the pandemic. Department stores were already losing money due to e-commerce before the 
pandemic; however, this may have been the last straw for some retailers, and may also spell the end-of-the-road for 
many more. Economists say that it is likely that more department stores will file for bankruptcy during the pandemic 
or soon after.  
 

What’s Been Developing in the Last 24 Hours 
 

1. According to the Federal Reserve, around 600 banks, most of which were small community banks, tapped the PPP 

program for $30 billion in loans. 

2. Many U.S. companies will not rely on antibody tests to bring workers back, but will instead use masks and 

temperature checks. 

3. According to an analysis by One Fair Wage, only 56% of people who applied for unemployment benefits have 

received them, while 44% are still waiting. 

4. The government is likely to make changes to the PPP amid criticism of the program and decreasing demand for 

loans. 

5. Lower demand for travel will likely result in people staying close to home this summer. Outdoor furniture sales 

have seen increases during the pandemic. 

6. J.C. Penney, a staple of many malls around the country for decades, filed for bankruptcy on Friday.  
  

Figure 1: The impact of coronavirus on four industries by daily revenue. Source: Womply 

https://aurorawdc.com/
https://www.businessinsider.nl/experts-say-several-retailers-to-consider-bankruptcy-amid-coronavirus-2020-4/
https://www.spglobal.com/marketintelligence/en/news-insights/latest-news-headlines/april-retail-market-march-us-sales-post-record-decline-4-retailers-go-bankrupt-58041937
https://www.reuters.com/article/usa-fed-ppp/fed-says-around-600-smaller-banks-tapped-ppp-facility-in-its-first-days-idUSL1N2CY07W
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-employers-testing/u-s-employers-wary-of-coronavirus-immunity-tests-as-they-move-to-reopen-idUSKBN22R1O9
https://www.cnbc.com/2020/05/15/44percent-of-us-unemployment-applicants-have-been-denied-or-are-waiting.html
https://www.foxbusiness.com/money/coronavirus-sba-ppp-loans-extended-forgiveness
https://www.cnbc.com/2020/05/17/outdoor-furniture-sales-grow-as-customers-prepare-for-a-summer-at-home.html
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-jcpenney-bankruptcy/j-c-penney-has-need-for-speed-in-bankruptcy-lawyer-says-idUSKBN22S0XG
https://www.womply.com/blog/data-dashboard-how-coronavirus-covid-19-is-impacting-local-business-revenue-across-the-u-s/
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WHAT MATTERS ELSEWHERE IN THE U.S. 
 
 

What’s Happening This Week and Beyond Worth Your Consideration 
 
The $3 trillion Heroes Act was passed by the House of Representatives on Friday. This bill has many appropriations, 
including $1 trillion for state, local, and tribal governments, $75 billion for testing, $100 billion for rental assistance, and 
$25 billion for the U.S. Postal Service, among others. The next step for the bill is to be passed by the Senate, which is 
unlikely to happen, due to a Republican-majority. President Trump also threatened to veto this bill if the Senate passes 
it in its current form.  
 

What’s Been Developing in the Last 24 Hours 
 
1. Year-to-year farm bankruptcies have increased 23%. Nebraska, Wisconsin, and Iowa were among the hardest hit 

states. 

2. The House of Representatives passed the newest $3 trillion coronavirus relief bill. 

3. HHS Secretary, Alex Azar, has said that the government has confidence in Abbott’s speedy coronavirus test, despite 

reports from regulators saying some results are inaccurate. 

4. Sanitation workers are seeing an increase in waste levels, which have spiked 40% in some parts of the country. 

5. Many schools are staying shut while businesses reopen, putting parents in a tough spot as they balance getting 

back to work while their children continue schooling from home. 

6. Ohio Governor Mike DeWine said the state’s public schools should assume they will reopen in the fall.  

 

 

The U.S. has had an increase of 69,025 confirmed cases and 3,665 deaths since Friday morning. 

 
Source: Johns Hopkins CSSE  

https://aurorawdc.com/
https://www.forbes.com/sites/sarahhansen/2020/05/15/with-another-3-trillion-stimulus-package-on-the-line-heres-everything-the-government-has-done-to-rescue-the-economy-so-far/#70d3954f10e5
https://www.washingtonpost.com/us-policy/2020/05/15/democrats-pelosi-congress-coronavirus-3-trillion-trump/
https://kiwaradio.com/ag-news/farm-bankruptcies-rise-for-fifth-consecutive-year/
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-usa-congress/house-passes-3-trillion-coronavirus-aid-bill-opposed-by-trump-idUSKBN22R1G9
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-testing-abbott/u-s-health-secretary-expresses-confidence-in-abbotts-fast-covid-19-test-idUSKBN22R2B7
https://www.cnbc.com/2020/05/16/coronavirus-sanitation-workers-battle-higher-waste-levels.html
https://www.foxbusiness.com/money/coronavirus-online-school-working-parents
https://www.cnbc.com/2020/05/17/coronavirus-live-updates-auto-suppliers-desperate-for-cash-infusion.html
https://coronavirus.jhu.edu/map.html
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WHAT MATTERS FOR THE REST OF THE WORLD 
 
 

What’s Happening This Week and Beyond Worth Your Consideration 
 
Pediatric inflammatory multisystem syndrome (PIMS) has affected over 230 children in Europe. This syndrome is 
characterized by fever, rashes, swollen glands, and in severe cases, heart inflammation. Scientists are still unsure if this 
is related to COVID-19; however, it has been reported more frequently since the pandemic began. It is likely that more 
information will be reported on PIMS within the next two weeks as additional research is conducted.  
 

What’s Been Developing in the Last 24 Hours 
 
1. A new inflammatory syndrome that is related to COVID-19 has infected 230 children in Europe and has killed two. 

2. European Union countries may clash over whether governments should assign new tax revenues to the EU to help 

finance the recovery from the pandemic. 

3. India has extended the nationwide lockdown to May 31st, as the country now has more than 90,000 cases. 

4. Kuwait and Qatar have announced they will jail anyone in the country who fails to wear a facemask. 

5. Wuhan doubled the number of daily tests done from Friday to Saturday, May 16th, with 222,675 tests conducted. 

6. The World Health Organization (WHO) partnered with the International Olympic Committee to improve health 

through sport. 

 

Globally, there has been an increase of 272,243 confirmed cases and 12,908 deaths since Friday morning. 

 
Source: Johns Hopkins University CSSE 

 

 

 

 

https://aurorawdc.com/
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-children-europe/europe-sees-two-deaths-multiple-cases-of-covid-linked-syndrome-in-children-idUSKBN22R2UL
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-children-europe/europe-sees-two-deaths-multiple-cases-of-covid-linked-syndrome-in-children-idUSKBN22R2UL
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-eu-tax-analysis/after-coronabonds-eu-heads-for-clash-over-corona-tax-in-next-budget-idUSKBN22R29E
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-india/india-extends-lockdown-to-may-31-to-relax-rules-in-some-areas-idUSKBN22T0HF
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-gulf/wear-a-mask-or-face-jail-in-kuwait-and-qatar-idUSKBN22T0N6
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-china-wuhan/chinas-wuhan-nearly-doubles-number-of-covid-19-tests-per-day-idUSKBN22T0GB
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/events-as-they-happen
https://gisanddata.maps.arcgis.com/apps/opsdashboard/index.html#/bda7594740fd40299423467b48e9ecf6
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LOOKING AHEAD: PRACTICES THAT MATTER FOR A SMART RESTART OF THE ECONOMY 

 

1. Companies can quickly innovate when they shed the constraints of bureaucracy and adopt agile methods. 
Innovations do not need to be part of a strategic plan, rather a response to an urgent need, dropping lower-
priority activities and transforming workers to be more agile. Businesses can build an agile system that innovates 
in the face of the coronavirus and after the crisis is over by increasing the speed of innovations and resetting 
the balance between standard operations and innovation. 

2. Some businesses are approaching their reopening from a standpoint of sustainability and not profitability to 
ensure the business can sustain the uncertainties surrounding COVID-19. The president and CEO of the Georgia 
Chamber of Commerce said that business owners have been slow and methodical when planning out their 
reopening strategies. To gain the confidence of consumers and employees, businesses will need to have new 
business models and a ready supply of PPE.  

3. Shopping malls in Denmark reopened on May 11, with extra security hired to limit the number of customers, 
stores banned from offering big discounts to consumers, and separate lanes to divide traffic within the mall. 
When shops hit 90 percent capacity of what they can legally have, an alarm is sent to the mall security to stop 
customers from entering the shop. Hand sanitizer dispensers are placed throughout the mall, especially near 
areas where people sit. 

4. A Michelin-starred restaurant in Virginia will seat mannequins at tables to make the space feel less empty 
when it reopens to 50 percent capacity. The chef who came up with the idea said the strategy would reduce 
customers anxiety levels, but the decision has provoked fear from the restaurant’s typical customers. 

5. For entertainment businesses, regular sanitization of high-contact areas and social distancing measures will be 
key to ensure a successful reopening. Similar measures will need to be taken to reopen offices, including 
temperature monitoring and providing PPE for employees. 

6. Restaurants in Austria are reopening, but with limited hours. Those that allow dine-in customers may place 
customers six feet apart and restrict capacity. Plexiglass dividers could be placed at a counter and servers might 
stand at a distance and wear a mask. Menus will likely be disposable, and chairs and tables will be sanitized 
between parties.  

 
 

Figure: A Starbucks in San Francisco marked off designated areas for lines sand waiting 
areas with tape, directional arrows, and traffic cones. Source: 
https://tinyurl.com/twittercovid 

https://aurorawdc.com/
https://hbr.org/2020/05/develop-agility-that-outlasts-the-pandemic
https://www.cnn.com/2020/05/15/business/georgia-reopening-3-weeks-later/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2020/05/15/business/georgia-reopening-3-weeks-later/index.html
https://www.thelocal.dk/20200511/shopping-malls-reopen-in-denmark-with-new-rules
https://www.complex.com/life/2020/05/michelin-starred-restaurant-seat-mannequins-at-tables-feel-less-empty?utm_campaign=complexmag&utm_source=twitter.com&utm_medium=social
https://www.inc.com/entrepreneurs-organization/7-entrepreneurs-share-unique-reopening-strategies.html
https://www.cnet.com/health/8-ways-life-could-be-different-after-cities-reopen-and-quarantine-ends/
https://tinyurl.com/twittercovid
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WHAT’S NEXT FOR THE HEALTHCARE INDUSTRY POST-CORONAVIRUS 
 

Healthcare spending has decreased by 18% within the first quarter of 2020 due to restrictions on elective procedures 
and in-person visits. Despite the need for healthcare workers, Becker’s Hospital Review identified approximately 250 
hospitals that have furloughed workers, including Boston and Detroit Medical Centers. A recent report by American 
Academy of Family Physicians forecasts that over 38,000 family physician practices will likely see closures or layoffs by 
the end of the month.  
 
Many physician practices have seen in-patient visits drop between 50% and 75%. Without the ability to conduct in-
person visits, more doctors are working over the phone. However, many insurance companies currently charge less for 
consultations over the phone, meaning doctors are being paid less for their work. However, it does not seem like 
telehealth is going away. In fact, experts say that telehealth will likely continue to expand post-coronavirus. It can be an 
efficient way to conduct preliminary evaluations, follow-ups, and medication management.  
 
Besides telehealth, other technologies are highly likely to be implemented in the healthcare industry. Computerized 
questionnaires combined with artificial intelligence are likely to be used more often to evaluate symptoms, medical 
records, and activity data for a preliminary consultation to aid in the doctor’s diagnosis.  
 
To combat some of the payment problems identified within the healthcare industry, some experts are recommending 
abandoning the “fee-for-service system” where patients pay for the services they receive, and opting for a subscription-
based model where patients pay a fixed amount every month. This is arguably a better system because it is value- and 
patient-focused, so doctors are incentivized by keeping their patients healthy, rather than by prescribing medications 
and procedures. This will also legitimize telehealth over in-person visits.  

 

PRODUCING VALUED INSIGHTS FOR BUSINESS AND MARKET LEADERS AROUND THE GLOBE FOR 25+ YEARS. 
 

 
 

ANY COMMENTS, FEEDBACK, QUESTIONS OR SUGGESTIONS? WANT TO KNOW MORE ABOUT AURORA WDC? 
PLEASE CONTACT: DR. CRAIG S. FLEISHER, CRAIG.FLEISHER@AURORAWDC.COM, (608) 630-5869 

Figure 2: Change in the healthcare industry is likely to be 
exponential rather than linear. Source: Deloitte 
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https://apps.bea.gov/iTable/iTable.cfm?reqid=19&step=3&isuri=1&nipa_table_list=31&categories=survey
https://www.beckershospitalreview.com/finance/49-hospitals-furloughing-workers-in-response-to-covid-19.html
https://healthlandscape.org/covid19/
https://healthlandscape.org/covid19/
https://www.latimes.com/politics/story/2020-04-10/coronavirus-lasting-changes-healthcare
https://www.deseret.com/indepth/2020/5/8/21242122/health-care-coronavirus-telehealth-cost-efficiency-future-predictions
https://www.deseret.com/indepth/2020/5/8/21242122/health-care-coronavirus-telehealth-cost-efficiency-future-predictions
https://www.deseret.com/indepth/2020/5/8/21242122/health-care-coronavirus-telehealth-cost-efficiency-future-predictions
https://www.deseret.com/indepth/2020/5/8/21242122/health-care-coronavirus-telehealth-cost-efficiency-future-predictions
http://www.aurorawdc.com/
mailto:craig.fleisher@aurorawdc.com
http://www.aurorawdc.com
https://www2.deloitte.com/us/en/insights/industry/health-care/forces-of-change-health-care.html

